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The Government of Japan donates a PCR GeneXpert Machine to Zimbabwe’s Ministry of
Health and Child Care through UNOPS

The Ambassador of Japan to Zimbabwe, His Excellency Mr. Satoshi Tanaka, today handed over a PCR
GeneXpert Machine to the Ministry of Health and Child Care (MoHCC). The handover is a key
milestone in a project managed by the United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS). The
Ambassador cited this as one of many projects in which the Government of Japan is cooperating
with the Government of Zimbabwe.

The project, funded by the Government of Japan and implemented by UNOPS, works to increase
accessibility to basic emergency medical services in remote communities in Manicaland Province. In
addition to the PCR machine donated to Nyanga District Hospital, the project is also procuring two
ambulances for Chipinge and Mutasa Districts to be handed over in January 2023. The donated
machine will not only test for COVID-19, but also tuberculosis (TB), drug susceptibility testing in TB
and early infant HIV diagnosis (EID).

Universal health coverage and improving access to healthcare is a key part of Japan’s development
cooperation policy. Through humanitarian assistance and rehabilitating infrastructure in fragile
environments, Japan and UNOPS are working together worldwide to build better lives for people in
need.

Speaking at the handover ceremony, Ms. Nawal Aminath, UNOPS Zimbabwe Country Director,
appreciated the Government of Japan for the donation, citing how the beneficiaries need the
intervention.

“We are delighted to facilitate the Government of Japan's initiative to strengthen access to basic
emergency services in Manicaland. UNOPS has extensive experience working in these areas
following the dual devastations of Cyclone Idai and COVID-19 and as such we understand the
significant need for such equipment and training,” she said.

This project will be delivered in partnership with the Ministry of Health and Child Care (MoHCC),
which will conduct training sessions for two ambulance drivers in ambulance operations, four
nurses in integration of health services, and two laboratory technicians in operations and
maintenance of the PCR GeneXpert machine.

Ambassador Tanaka applauded UNOPS for the work being done in Manicaland to transform the
lives of communities and said Japan’s aim through providing this PCR machine is to enhance service



delivery by enabling disease management resulting in timely testing, infection prevention and
control, case management, and disease surveillance.

UNOPS has been responding to the needs of Cyclone Idai-affected communities in Manicaland
Province since just after the cyclone struck in 2019. In providing emergency humanitarian assistance,
Japan has relied on the experience and expertise of UN agencies including UNOPS, in collaboration
with the Ministry of Health and Child Care to identify the humanitarian response needs and
effectively implement critical responses.

About UNOPS
UNOPS’ mission is to help people build better lives and countries achieve peace and sustainable
development. We help the United Nations, governments and other partners to manage projects,
and deliver sustainable infrastructure and procurement in an efficient way. With decades of practical
infrastructure experience, UNOPS is committed to supporting climate action and tackling the climate
emergency.

UNOPS in Zimbabwe is helping build the foundations to support the country’s development agenda
with a focus on sustainability and national capacity development. In close collaboration with the
government, UN organizations, non-governmental organizations and international financial
institutions, UNOPS manages funds for disaster recovery and implements infrastructure projects
with a focus on resilience and building back better communities.

Through a range of services as outlined above, UNOPS helps to accelerate the delivery and quality of
humanitarian and development projects across the country.
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